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Cool as Ice Blue Fescue

The Elegance of Ornamental Grass

Cool as Ice Blue Fescue, also known as Festuca glauca 'Cool as Ice', is a stunning ornamental grass that adds a touch of
elegance to any garden or landscape. This variety of blue fescue is renowned for its striking blue-gray foliage and
compact, mounding growth habit, making it a popular choice among gardeners and landscapers alike.

Appearance and Characteristics

Cool as Ice Blue Fescue features fine, needle-like leaves that form dense tufts of foliage. The leaves are a distinctive
blue-gray color, which adds a cool, calming effect to garden designs. This grass typically grows to a height and width of
about 8 to 12 inches, creating a rounded mound that is visually appealing.

Drought-Tolerant and Low Maintenance

One of the standout features of Cool as Ice Blue Fescue is its drought tolerance. This grass thrives in well-drained soils
and can withstand dry conditions once established, making it an excellent choice for xeriscaping and low-water gardens.
Additionally, it is a low-maintenance plant that requires minimal care, making it perfect for busy gardeners.

Seasonal Interest

Cool as Ice Blue Fescue offers year-round interest in the garden. In late spring to early summer, it produces delicate, airy
flower spikes that rise above the foliage, adding a soft texture to the overall appearance. The flowers often transition to
a beige color as they mature, providing additional contrast against the blue-gray leaves.

Planting and Care

Light and Soil Requirements

This ornamental grass prefers full sun to partial shade and thrives in well-drained soils. It can adapt to a variety of soil
types, including sandy and rocky soils, as long as there is good drainage. To plant Cool as Ice Blue Fescue, dig a hole
slightly larger than the root ball, place the plant in the hole, and backfill with soil. Water thoroughly after planting to
help establish the roots.

Maintenance Tips

Cool as Ice Blue Fescue is a low-maintenance plant, but a few simple care practices can help keep it looking its best.
Deadheading the spent flower spikes can improve the plant's appearance and encourage new growth. Additionally,
dividing the clumps every few years can help rejuvenate the plant and prevent overcrowding.
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Landscape Uses

Cool as Ice Blue Fescue is a versatile plant that can be used in various landscape settings. Its compact size and striking
foliage make it an excellent choice for edging, borders, and rock gardens. It also works well in container gardens and can
be used as a ground cover in small areas.

Companion Plants

This ornamental grass pairs beautifully with other drought-tolerant plants, such as lavender, sedum, and yarrow. Its
blue-gray color contrasts nicely with the green and silver foliage of other plants, creating a visually stunning display.

In conclusion, Cool as Ice Blue Fescue is a beautiful and resilient ornamental grass that brings a touch of elegance to any
garden. Its striking foliage, low maintenance needs, and adaptability make it a valuable addition to landscapes, providing

year-round interest and charm.




